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	PLAN OF THE EDUCATIONAL MODULE


Program of studies: 
Faculty of Urbanism

Name of course module/unit: 
Research approaches and methods
Type of course: 
Required course

Level of course module/unit: 
Master's

Number of ECTS credits: 
2 ECTS (theoretical workload for student: 45 hrs)

Competences to be developed:

1. Understanding the elements defining the research and the difference between study and research

2. Knowledge of the research specific jargon and algorithm

3. Acquire the abilities needed to make a poster, deliver a presentation or publish a paper

4. Learn basic principles of research ethics 

	Learning results
	Educational activities
	Student's estimated workload (hrs)
	Verification

	Understanding and learning main terms and the algorithm of research
	Lecture 1. Typology of research
	5
	50% presentation + 50% article

	
	Lecture 2. Stages of research
	
	

	
	Lecture 3. Research methods
	
	

	
	Lecture 4. Science titles, university and research ranks, criteria for evaluation and promotion
	
	

	
	Lecture 5. Funding of research
	
	

	
	Lecture 6. Publications: ISI and national classifications
	
	

	Applying the knowledge on the dissemination of results in practice
	Lecture 7. Abstracts and full papers
	30
	

	
	Lecture 8. Writing and publishing articles
	
	

	
	Lecture 9. Drafting a literature review
	
	

	
	Lecture 10. Drafting an article
	
	

	
	Lecture 11. Peer-review basics
	
	

	Understanding and learning the dissemination of results
	Lecture 12. Creating and presenting a poster
	10
	

	
	Lecture 13. Participating in conferences
	
	

	
	Lecture 14. Delivering a presentation
	
	


“Ion Mincu” University of Architecture and Urbanism − Bucharest

	Master's

	Title of discipline: RESEARCH APPROACHES AND METHODS

	Type of activity: course
	Hrs / week: 2c


Titular:
Associate Professor Alexandru-Ionuţ PETRIŞOR, PhD (Ecology), PhD (Geography), Habil. (Urban Planning)
Objective:
Placed among formative disciplines, the course aims to endow a future specialist in architecture, urbanism and spatial planning with fundamental research abilities, especially those focused on disseminating the results, and familiarizing him/her with the legal framework of Romanian research, focusing on dissemination.

Teaching methods: Lectures, PowerPoint presentations.

Evaluation:
4.5 p. literature review, 4.5 p. article, 1 p. for meeting at least one of the two criteria (handing in some output). The literature review and article will focus on a topic chosen by the student. During the classes, bonuses are granted for correct answers, in order to be used to partially meet the requirements (up to 3 pts.).
In producing all outputs required for the final score, students must account for the fact that the evaluation looks only at their ability to synthesize and argue viewpoints, constitute a logical framework for analyzing information, and comply with specific guidelines. Thus, the literature review assesses the ability to synthesize viewpoints of other researchers and analyze them critically, while strictly complying with the editing guidelines, including the page limitation. The evaluation of the article is based on the capacity to argue viewpoints using existing literature, structure information logically and concisely, while complying to the least detail with the author guidelines. The choice of topics is not an evaluation criterion. For this reason, students can opt out for choosing different topics for each exercise.
· The literature review will not exceed 1 A4 page (Times New Roman 12, single spacing) including the reference list, consisting of reviewing at least ten items (limited exclusively to published journal articles (including electronic journals and abstracts, if full articles are not available), proceeding papers (including electronic ones) or books and chapters) to show supportive, unsupportive and neutral issues, theoretical or methodological gaps, and underline new research directions. Editing rules are the same as for the article.
· The article will not exceed 8 A4 pages. Editing will comply with the guidelines of the journal „Urbanism. Arhitectură. Construcţii”, available at http://uac.incerc.ro (choose “English” from the left menu, then “Author Guidelines”), including the subject-specific template, and excepting for the size limit; use of English is optional. Apart from the score reflecting the exercise, articles will be read by the reviewers; selected articles will be published.

Bibliography (titles 1 – mandatory, 2 – highly recommended, 3 – optional)
1) PowerPoint presentations of the course, freely provided by the instructor in electronic format

2) Petrişor A.-I. (2012), Abordare şi  metode de cercetare. Note de curs (Research approach and methods. Course notes), Editura Universitară „Ion Mincu”, Bucharest, Romania, ISBN 978-606-638-027-0, 117 pp.

3) Petrişor A.-I. (2011), Systemic theory applied to ecology, geography and spatial planning, Lambert Academic Publishing GmbH & Co. KG, Saarbrücken, Germany, ISBN 978-3-8465-0260-0, 172 pp.
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